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APTA Says House Appropriations Subcommittee Action Will Decrease Jobs and
Underfund Critical Public Transportation Infrastructure

Statement by American Public Transportation Association (APTA) President William Millar

“The proposed 30 percent cut in public transportation for Fiscal Year 2012 approved by the
House Appropriations Subcommittee on Transportation and Housing today runs completely
counter to our country’s ability to create jobs and provide access to jobs necessary to move the
economy forward.

This budgetary action underscores the urgent need for Congress to pass the long-stalled surface
transportation authorization legislation. The current SAFETEA-LU legislation expired on
September 30, 2009 and the extension expires on September 30.

Now is the time that our country should be increasing investment in transportation infrastructure,
not significantly curtailing it. For every $1 invested in public transportation, $4 are generated in
economic returns, and every $1 billion in public transportation investment supports and creates
36,000 jobs.”
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The American Public Transportation Association (APTA) is a nonprofit international association of more than
1,500 public and private member organizations, engaged in the areas of bus, paratransit, light rail, commuter rail,
subways, waterborne services, and intercity and high-speed passenger rail. This includes: transit systems; planning,
design, construction, and finance firms; product and service providers; academic institutions; transit associations
and state departments of transportation. APTA members serve the public interest by providing safe, efficient and
economical transit services and products. More than 90 percent of the people using public transportation in the
United States and Canada ride APTA member systems.



